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Timeline Entries 

Smallpox epidemic ravages Native Americans on the north-
west coast of North America in the 1770s. 5100 

Lewis and Clark Expedition enters future state of Washington 
on October 10, 1805. 5323 

Lewis and Clark camp near Salmon Creek in Clark County on 
November 4, 1805. 5174

Homeward bound, the Lewis and Clark Expedition leaves 
future state of Washington on May 5, 1806. 5398 

Jaco Finlay guides five Iroquois trappers to the Columbia in 
June 1808. 8412

Fur trader David Thompson explores the Pend Oreille River in 
September and October 1809. 5097

The North West Company establishes Spokane House in 1810. 5099

Astorians trade with Chinook and Clatsop Indians in April 
1811. 8675

David Thompson traverses Colville Valley beginning June 17, 
1811. 8677

David Thompson party reaches Kettle Falls on the Columbia 
River on June 19, 1811. 5102 

David Thompson records first written description of the San-
poil Indians and the landscape along the Columbia between 
Kettle Falls and the mouth of the Sanpoil River on July 3, 1811. 
9006

David Thompson records first written description of the Ne-
spelem Indians and landscape along the Columbia from the 
mouth of the Sanpoil through Nespelem Canyon on July 4 and 
July 5, 1811. 9007

David Thompson records first written description of the 
Methow Indians and landscape along the Columbia between 
Nespelem Canyon and the mouth of the Wenatchee on July 6, 
1811. 9008

David Thompson records first written description of the 
Sinkayuse Indians and the landscape along the Columbia be-
tween the mouth of the Wenatchee River and Crab Creek on 
July 7, 1811. 9009 

David Thompson records the first written description of the 
Wanapum Indians and of the landscape along the Columbia 
between Crab Creek (present-day Grant County) and the 
mouth of the Snake River (near present-day Pasco and Kenne-
wick) on July 8-9, 1811. 9010

David Thompson surveys Cape Disappointment, visits a Chi-
nook village near the mouth of Columbia River, and meets 
Chief Comcomly on July 18, 1811. 9179

Fur trader Alexander Ross arrives at the mouth of the Yakima 
River on August 16, 1811. 8500

Upper Yakamas in the Wenas Valley, led by Owhi, host Long-
mire-Byles wagon train headed for Naches Pass on September 
20, 1853. 10719

Smallpox kills 14,000 Northwest Coast Indians from April to 
December 1862. 3176
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