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Smallpox epidemic ravages Native Americans on the north-
west coast of North America in the 1770s. 5100

Lewis and Clark Expedition enters future state of Washington
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Lewis and Clark camp near Salmon Creek in Clark County on
November 4, 1805. 5174

Homeward bound, the Lewis and Clark Expedition leaves
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The North West Company establishes Spokane House in 1810. 5099
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1811. 8675

David Thompson traverses Colville Valley beginning June 17,
1811. 8677

David Thompson party reaches Kettle Falls on the Columbia
River on June 19, 1811. 5102
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HistoryLink.org is the free online encyclopedia of Washington State history. To make it easier for
you to fulfill the new state requirement to incorporate tribal history into K-12 social studies curricula, we
have put together a set of resource lists identifying essays on HistoryLink that explore Washington’s tribal
history. Click on the linked essay number, or enter the number in the search box on HistoryLink.org.

HistoryLink’s content is produced by staff historians, freelance writers and historians, community experts,
and supervised volunteers. All articles (except anecdotal “People’s History” essays) are fully sourced and

carefully edited before posting and updated or revised when needed. These essays are just a sampling of
the tribal history available on HistoryLink. Search HistoryLInk to find more and check back often for new

David Thompson records first written description of the San-
poil Indians and the landscape along the Columbia between
Kettle Falls and the mouth of the Sanpoil River on July 3, 1811.
9006

David Thompson records first written description of the Ne-
spelem Indians and landscape along the Columbia from the
mouth of the Sanpoil through Nespelem Canyon on July 4 and
July 5, 1811. 9007

David Thompson records first written description of the
Methow Indians and landscape along the Columbia between
Nespelem Canyon and the mouth of the Wenatchee on July 6,
1811. 9008

David Thompson records first written description of the
Sinkayuse Indians and the landscape along the Columbia be-
tween the mouth of the Wenatchee River and Crab Creek on
July 7, 1811. 9009

David Thompson records the first written description of the
Wanapum Indians and of the landscape along the Columbia
between Crab Creek (present-day Grant County) and the
mouth of the Snake River (near present-day Pasco and Kenne-
wick) on July 8-9, 1811. 9010

David Thompson surveys Cape Disappointment, visits a Chi-
nook village near the mouth of Columbia River, and meets
Chief Comcomly on July 18, 1811. 9179

Fur trader Alexander Ross arrives at the mouth of the Yakima
River on August 16, 1811. 8500

Upper Yakamas in the Wenas Valley, led by Owhi, host Long-
mire-Byles wagon train headed for Naches Pass on September
20, 1853. 10719

Smallpox kills 14,000 Northwest Coast Indians from April to
December 1862. 3176
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