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HistoryLink.org is the free online encyclopedia of Washington State history. To make it easier for 
you to fulfill the new state requirement to incorporate tribal history into K-12 social studies curricula, we 
have put together a set of resource lists identifying essays on HistoryLink that explore Washington’s tribal 
history. Click on the linked essay number, or enter the number in the search box on HistoryLink.org. 

HistoryLink’s content is produced by staff historians, freelance writers and historians, community experts, 
and supervised volunteers. All articles (except anecdotal “People’s History” essays) are fully sourced and 
carefully edited before posting and updated or revised when needed. These essays are just a sampling of 
the tribal history available on HistoryLink. Search HistoryLInk to find more and check back often for new 
content.

1411 4th Ave. Suite 804
Seattle, WA 98101
206.447.8140

Feature Articles

Chief Joseph (1840-1904) 8975

Chief Kamiakin (ca. 1800-1877) 10096

Chief Moses (1829-1899) 8870

Chief Seattle ([si?al] 178?-1866) 5071

Fort Lawton to Discovery Park 8772

Fort Walla Walla 9649

Lokout (1834-1913) 10451 

Makah Whaling 5301  

Quinault Treaty, 1856 2633

Stevens, Isaac Ingalls (1818-1862) 5314 

Whitman, Marcus (1802-1847) 10912 

Whitman, Narcissa Prentiss (1808-1847) 10088

William Three Mountains the Elder and William Three Moun-
tains the Younger 9523	  

Timeline Entries 

Russian ship Saint Nicholas wrecks near mouth of Quillayute 
River on November 1, 1808. 7745

Kitsap of the Suquamish defeats Cowichan raiders at Dunge-
ness Spit in 1825. 7871

Missionaries Marcus and Narcissa Whitman begin their journey 
to the Northwest, one day after their wedding, on February 
19, 1836. 10777

Cayuse attack mission, in what becomes known as the Whit-
man Massacre, on November 29, 1847. 5192 

Indians and Oregon Volunteers battle in the future Columbia 
County on March 14 and 15, 1848. 7807

Native Americans force settlers to leave Whidbey Island in 
August 1848. 5246

First criminal trial in future Washington Territory convenes on 
October 2, 1849. 5684

Trial of five Cayuse accused of Whitman murder begins on 
May 21, 1850. 9401

Native American tribal leaders and Territorial Gov. Stevens sign 
treaty at Medicine Creek on December 26, 1854. 5254 

Forts of Washington Territory, Indian War Era, 1855-1856. 
10087 

Native American tribes sign Point Elliott Treaty at Mukilteo on 
January 23, 1855. 5402

Yakama tribesmen slay Indian Subagent Andrew J. Bolon near 
Toppenish Creek on September 23, 1855. 8118

Yakama Indian War begins on October 5, 1855. 5311 

Nisquallys and Klickitats battle Territorial Volunteers in Pierce 
County beginning October 27, 1855. 8149

Muckleshoots attack settlers along White River between Kent 
and Auburn on October 28, 1855. 2008

Native Americans kill U.S. Army Lieutenant William Slaughter 
and three other soldiers along the White River on December 4, 
1855. 8135

Oregon volunteers battle the Walla Wallas and other tribes 
beginning on December 7, 1855. 8132

Native Americans attack Seattle on January 26, 1856. 5208

Nisqually, Klickitat, and Yakama warriors battle U.S. Army 
soldiers and Territorial Volunteers at Connell’s Prairie in March 
1856. 8145

Mashel (sometimes Maxon) Massacre, (March 1856). 8941 
Native Americans attack Americans at the Cascades of the 
Columbia on March 26, 1856. 5190

Oregon volunteers battle Yakamas and Klickitats along Satus 
Creek on April 10, 1856. 8152

Washington Territorial Volunteers kill 50 Cayuse in the Grande 
Ronde Valley on July 17, 1856. 8146
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Nisqually Chief Leschi hanged on February 19, 1858. 5145 

Yakama, Palouse, Spokane, and Coeur d’Alene warriors defeat 
the U.S. Army under Lieutenant Colonel Edward Steptoe on 
May 17, 1858. 5162 

Steptoe’s Defeat: Battle of Tohotonimme (1858). 8709

U.S. Army defeats Native Americans at Battle of Four Lakes on 
September 1, 1858. 5143

Battle of Spokane Plains occurs on September 5, 1858. 5144 

U.S. Army Colonel George Wright hangs Yakama and Palouse 
prisoners at the Ned-Whauld River beginning on September 
25, 1858. 5141

Seattle Board of Trustees passes ordinance, calling for removal 
of Indians from the town, on February 7, 1865. 10979

Dungeness Massacre occurs on September 21, 1868. 5743
Native Americans and supporters stage fish-in to protest deni-
al of treaty rights on March 2, 1964. 5332

Fort Lawton military police clash with Native American and 
other protesters in the future Discovery Park on March 8, 1970. 
5513

Federal Judge George Boldt issues historic ruling affirming Na-
tive American treaty fishing rights on February 12, 1974. 5282

Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission. 9786

A charter committee meets in Seattle to develop a constitution 
for the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission on June 24, 
1974. 9787

Puyallup Tribe of Indians accepts a $162 million settlement for 
lost land on March 25, 1990. 7969

Muckleshoot Indians advance Sand Point claim in March 1993. 
2278

Muckleshoot Tribe drops Sand Point land claim on July 12, 
1995. 2279

Forests and Fish Agreement results in Salmon Recovery Plan on 
June 7, 1999. 5324

Suquamish Indians harvest clams in first commercial dig on 
private, non-Indian land on February 15, 2000. 5204

Washington State Parks Commission gives Old Man House 
State Park to the Suquamish Tribe on August 12, 2004. 7170 

Historical court clears Chief Leschi’s name on December 10, 
2004. 7257

Tribal History Resources are possible 
thanks to these sponsors:

Muckleshoot Indian Tribe and City of Seattle sign settlement 
agreement, resolving lawsuit over city’s plans for Cedar River 
Watershed, on July 6, 2006. 11004

People’s Histories

May 17, 1858: The Ordeal of the Steptoe Command. 8123
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