
A
nderson B

iography

“Change Over Time: The Lowering of Lake Washington” was developed by Eastside Heritage Center in collaboration with the Bellevue School District. 

Change Over Time  
The Lowering of Lake Washington

Captain John L. Anderson 
(1869 – 1941)

Credit: Shipping Register, Sep-
tember 21, 1929

John Anderson was an immigrant from Gothenburg, 
Sweden. When he arrived in Seattle in 1888, he had 
only $20 to his name. His first steady job was as a 
deckhand on the C. C. Calkins, a steamer that ran 
between Mercer Island and Seattle. He saved his 
money and purchased his first boat, the Winnifred, 
in about 1895. For the next few years, he made his 
living by purchasing boats, repairing them, and then 
selling them at a profit.

In 1907 John bought a piece of land on the Houghton 
lakeshore (present-day Carillon Point) and opened 
the Lake Washington Shipyards. He intended to 
build a fleet of ferries to serve not only the residents 
of the Eastside, who often had to travel to Seattle to 
work or shop, but also tourists who came to see the 
Lake Washington wilderness. By the time of the Se-
attle World’s Fair in 1909 (the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific 
Exposition), John owned 14 ferries.
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Source: Michael J. Chrzastowski, “Historical Changes to Lake 
Washington and Route of the Lake Washington Ship Canal, King 
County, Washington,” U.S. Geological Survey Water-Resources 
Investigations Report 81-1182.
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Lake Washington ferry schedule published in the newspaper Kirkland-Red-
mond Sun, May 29, 1907. Source: Kirkland Heritage Society.
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Photograph of the Anderson Shipyards in 1908. Source: 
Eastside Heritage Center. L 93.100.010

Photograph of the Anderson Shipyards, circa 1917. Source: 
Eastside Heritage Center. Andre/Ely Collection L 75.0109
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News article from the Bellevue newspaper Lake Washing-
ton Reflector, July 10, 1918. Source: Eastside Heritage Center 
Newspaper Collection.
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News article from the Kirkland newspaper East Side Journal, Sept. 
29, 1919. The headline for the article (not shown on the document) 
is “Renewed Activities Have Begun at Anderson Shipbuilding 
Company’s Big Local Shipyards.” Source: Bellevue Regional Library.
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Ferry Fay Burrows 
(1865 – c. 1925)

Ferry was born in Michigan. Not a great deal is known about his early life, but Ferry’s father E. R. 
Burrows moved to Renton in the 1890s, and in 1896 Ferry decided to leave his home in Missouri and 
join him. On January 1, 1897 Ferry Fay Burrows arrived in Seattle with his wife Martha and their three 
children: Edwin, Melba, and Ruth.  The family took the street car to Rainier Beach where they met 
Ferry’s father. E. R. Burrows put them in his boat and rowed them to his cabin in Renton.

On July 6, 1897, Ferry Burrows bought two acres of property on the Black River from two Native 
Americans: Tenas Bill and his wife Nellie. Within a few months, he built a houseboat and opened 
the “Burrows Fishing Resort.” The resort was designed to be a weekend getaway for recreational 
fishermen. The resort rented rooms at night and boats during the day.

“Change Over Time: The Lowering of Lake Washington” was developed by Eastside Heritage Center in collaboration with the Bellevue School District. 
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Shoreline Map:
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Source: Michael J. Chrzastowski, “Historical Changes to Lake Washington and 
Route of the Lake Washington Ship Canal, King County, Washington,” U.S. 
Geological Survey Water-Resources Investigations Report 81-1182.
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Homer Venishnick Oral History
June 29, 1989

Interviewer: Carrie L. Berquist
Renton Historical Museum

Carrie: 	 When did your family come to Renton?

Homer: 	 Well, my mother came here when she was two years old from Missouri. They 
were settled at Black River, in 1896 I believe it was. And there was no transportation to that area at that time 
from Seattle along Rainier Avenue. So my grandfather, Captain Ferry Burrows, started a boat house for people 
to go fishing, a fishing resort.

Carrie: 	 Was this actually on the Black River?

Homer: 	 This was actually on the Black River. […] Fishing was extremely good in those days. I’ve seen 
pictures; I don’t know where they are now. The scow was a boat that’s probably 5 feet wide and 20 feet long, 
and just like a big motor box, just a big box. And they put 8 or 10 guys in it, and had a couple bushel baskets, 
and when the bushel baskets were full and running over, they’d come in and spend the night in the boat house 
and go out the next day. Then they’d take them back to Rainier Beach with their mess of fish that they either 
smoked or gave away or canned or whatever they did with them. […]

Carrie: 	 We were looking at this picture earlier of an area down by Coulon Park, and you were talking 
about the boat here.

Homer: 	 Oh, that boat is very similar to the one that my grandfather had from the looks of it. The cur-
tains around it, he usually didn’t have the curtains on it. But it was a steam launch, wood-fired, and when 
fishing was poor or off-season, for an extra income he would go to Monohan, it’s just south of Redmond, he’d 
go up the lake to Bothell-Kenmore, and go up the Sammamish Slough, and he’d pick up a load of logs to haul 
back. That was a one-day trip up there. And the next day he’d cut wood. And then they’d get a little more logs 
and come back about 3 days later.

Carrie: 	 He was cutting this wood, though, for the steam…

Homer: 	 For the steam power, so he could get back.

Carrie: 	 For his boat?

Homer: 	 Yes. He couldn’t pack enough wood to cut it all down here, he’d go up there, and of course by the 
mill there was extra wood, and it was easier to load and he could load it up there. And then he’d have enough 
wood to come all the way down the lake. And that would take him a couple or three days, according to how the 
weather was, and then he would stop and stay all night at home at the boat house, and then the following day 
he’d go out to the Black River and try to go out when the tide was high, and meet the Duwamish [River] when 
the tide started to go out, so he could go out with the tide instead of fighting the tide. You’d always use the tide 
to your advantage. That was one of his ways of making his income during those days.

Excerpts from the 1989 oral history of Homer Venishnick, 
grandson of Ferry Burrows. Source: Renton Historical 
Society. 53.058b.
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Carrie: 	 How many logs do you think he would bring down in a trip?

Homer: 	 I don’t know. It only had about a 10 or 12 horsepower steam engine. Probably equal to 6 or 
7 truckloads nowadays, because of the big trucks and the big trailers. And of course the logs in those days 
weren’t bundled. They were just laid side-by-side, so that would take up a bigger area, and they didn’t dis-
place as much water, but they would take more area. It had the outside log boom around it, called the boom 
logs, held them together. And the channel was pretty narrow up there. Not as narrow as it is now, since they 
lowered the lake. But when they lowered the lake, they lost the business. All of the parking lot where Boeing 
is was all lake bottom, where the stadium is was lake bottom. When they lowered the lake, I think there was 
controversy; 11 feet, 9 feet, 12 feet. I’ve never seen the actual engineering report. But most of North Renton 
was under water in those days.

Carrie: 	 So the effect of that was good in some ways and bad in others.

Homer:	 Yeah, that’s for sure.

Carrie: 	 It sure probably affected the fishing?

Homer: 	 Yes, it did. Now with the way the ecology is and everything, they could never have built the 
locks and diverted the lake out that way. The lake actually ran out Black River, so if you take all the water that 
goes out the locks now and through Lake Union, if all that was going out Black River besides what was coming 
in Cedar River, which was much larger than it is now, because Seattle takes over half of the water out of Cedar 
River; if we really knew, probably three-quarters is what they take out. When I was a kid there was a lot more 
water in there in the summertime than there is now. You couldn’t walk across the river anyplace when I was a 
kid. Of course, my legs weren’t as long. But I’ve seen a lot of changes in the river.

Excerpts from the 1989 oral history of Homer Venishnick, 
grandson of Ferry Burrows. Source: Renton Historical 
Society. 53.058b.
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Interview with Martha Burrows Hayes, widow of Ferry Bur-
rows, taken from a Seattle Times article by Lucile McDonald, 
December 25, 1955. Source: Eastside Heritage Center Refer-
ence Files.
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Photograph of the Burrows Resort on the Black River, circa 
1910. Source: Renton Historical Society. 41.0648.

Photograph of the Black River, November, 1916. Source: 
Renton Historical Society. 1994.068.3883.
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Page 1 from 1920 United States Federal Census for “Renton 
City.” Source: Heritage Quest Online.
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William Crooker (1899 – 1956)

Bill was born in Ontario, Canada in 1899. He was the oldest 
of six children. His family moved to Washington State when 
he was ten years old, and they lived in Lake Sammamish and 
Factoria before moving to Wilburton. His family died in about 
1915, and although Bill was still a teenager, he went to work 
for the Wilburton Mill. He was successful enough that he was 
a foreman by the time the mill closed in 1919.

Bill became an American citizen in 1921, and he lived in 
Bellevue for most of his life. He was a member of a number of 
Bellevue organizations, including the Chamber of Commerce 
and the Volunteer Fire Department.

William Crooker, ca. 1947 
Source: Eastside Heritage Center, 
Ken Crooker Collection, 2008.033.001
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Source: Michael J. Chrzastowski, “Historical Changes to Lake 
Washington and Route of the Lake Washington Ship Canal, King 
County, Washington,” U.S. Geological Survey Water-Resources 

Investigations Report 81-1182.
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King County survey of the Hewitt-Lea (Wilburton) Mill site, 
1909. Source: Eastside Heritage Center. Richard McDonald 
Files.
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News article from the Bellevue newspaper Lake Washington 
Reflector, March 20, 1920. Source: Eastside Heritage Center 
Newspaper Collection.
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News article from the Bellevue newspaper Lake Washington 
Reflector, April 20, 1920. Source: Eastside Heritage Center 
Newspaper Collection.
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Testimony from the court case Hewitt-Lea Lumber Compa-
ny vs. King County, April 23, 1919. Source: Eastside Heritage 
Center. Richard McDonald Files.

In the Supreme Court of the State of Washington

HEWITT-LEA LUMBER COMPANY, a corporation, Appellant

Vs.

KING COUNTY, a municipal corporation, Respondent

APPEAL FROM THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON, FOR KING COUNTY

HON. J. T. RONALD, Judge

BRIEF OF APPELLANT

STATEMENT

MR. C. W. LEA, president of the appellant company, was also familiar with the conditions and use of the 
slough during appellant’s operation. He gave a good description of the general physical conditions surrounding 
the slough.
	 The valley in which the slough is located is between hills that were formerly timbered, the valley being 
about one-quarter of a mile wide at the upper end and three-quarters wide at the lower end. Small streams 
above the slough united into one flowing through appellant’s lands. Upon this stream just above the slough ap-
pellant enlarged the dam. The mill is opposite the dam. The land on either side of the channel of the slough is 
what is described as a bog; parts of it almost floating, but up towards the head of the slough is more solid. The 
variation between the depth of the water of the slough in the late fall, winter and early spring and depth in the 
summer and early fall is about three feet. In the winter months, when the water was highest, it was spread out 
over the entire flat so as to form a lake from one side of the valley to the other. From late spring until fall the 
water would fall within the banks of the slough. The width of the slough from bank to bank varied from fifty to 
one hundred feet (Abs. pp. 11-12). Appellant used the slough for towing piling and logs and [word unreadable] 
lumber on barges. 
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Photograph of a farmhouse on the Mercer Slough, 1922. 
Source: Eastside Heritage Center. L 88.23.4.
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Walt Curtis was born in Vermillion, South Dakota in 1874. In 1877 the Curtis family (father Frank, mother 
Molly, Walt, and his brother Al) moved to Seattle, and seven years later they moved across the lake to 
Houghton. Their house was the largest home on the Eastside at the time, and the family rented out the 
extra rooms to travelers. Frank Curtis also operated the Squak, a small boat that carried passengers 
and towed logs between Seattle and Kirkland.

After the Squak sank during a storm in 1890, Frank Curtis and his sons decided to start a boatbuilding 
business of their own. For over a decade, the family built and operated steamboats on Lake Washington, 
including the Mist, the Peerless, and their favorite, the Elfin. Between 1901 and 1904 (accounts differ) 
they sold their shipbuilding business, but Walt continued to work as a ferry captain. After John Anderson 
started the Lake Washington Shipyards in 1907, he hired Walt as the captain of one of his first steamers, 
the Urania.

Walter King Curtis (1874 – 1945)

“Change Over Time: The Lowering of Lake Washington” was developed by Eastside Heritage Center in collaboration with the Bellevue School District. 
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Shoreline Map:
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Source: Michael J. Chrzastowski, “Historical Changes to Lake 
Washington and Route of the Lake Washington Ship Canal, 
King County, Washington,” U.S. Geological Survey Water-Re-
sources Investigations Report 81-1182.
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April 15, 1942 article from On the Ways, a newspaper 
produced by the Lake Washington Shipyards in Kirkland. 
Source: Eastside Heritage Center Newspaper Collection.
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Poem appearing in the newspaper Kirkland-Redmond Sun, 
Sept. 25, 1907. Source: Kirkland Heritage Society.
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Postcard of the steamer ferry Urania when Walt Curtis oper-
ated it, circa 1909. Source: Eastside Heritage Center. Andre/
Ely Collection. L 75.0012.
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News article from the Bellevue newspaper Lake Washing-
ton Reflector, Jan. 20, 1918. Source: Eastside Heritage Center 
Newspaper Collection.
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Photograph of the ferry Leschi when Walt Curtis operated it, 
circa 1918. Source: Eastside Heritage Center Postcard 
Collection.
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Fred J. Eitel (1866 – 1938)

Fred Eitel was born in Minnesota to German immigrant parents. He inherited his 
father’s business, a flour mill, and in 1894 he came to Washington State and opened up 
a new flour mill in Bridgeport (near Spokane). In 1900 he came to Seattle, and in 1902 
he started the Eitel Land Company.  Eitel owned, bought, and sold properties along 
3rd and 5th Avenue, between Pike and Pine Street. His office was in the Eitel Building 
on 2nd and Pike (this building is still standing today). He predicted that the land he 
bought would appreciate in value, that is, become more expensive over time.

In 1906 Fred Eitel sold the Eitel Building and began looking for other real estate 
investments. Again, he wanted land that was cheap at the time, but would become 
more valuable in a few years. In July of 1906, Fred Eitel formed the Bellevue Land 
Company with William Norris and F. A. Sutphen.

“Change Over Time: The Lowering of Lake Washington” was developed by Eastside Heritage Center in collaboration with the Bellevue School District. 
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Source: Michael J. Chrzastowski, “Historical Changes to Lake 
Washington and Route of the Lake Washington Ship Canal, 
King County, Washington,” U.S. Geological Survey Water-Re-
sources Investigations Report 81-1182.
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Bellevue Land Company to United States of America, release 
of damages following construction of the Lake Washington 
Ship Canal, dated November 23, 1906. Source: Eastside Heri-
tage Center. Eleanor Eitel Dawes Collection.
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Plat of Lochleven, filed for record at request of Bellevue Land 
Company, Oct. 3, 1907. Source: Eastside Heritage Center. 
Eleanor Eitel Dawes Collection.
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Brochure for Bellevue real estate (Front), circa 1912. Source: 
Eastside Heritage Center. Eleanor Eitel Dawes Collection.
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Brochure for Bellevue real estate (Back), circa 1912. Source: 
Eastside Heritage Center. Eleanor Eitel Dawes Collection.
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Brochure for Lochleven, published by the Bellevue Land 
Company, circa 1918. Source: Eastside Heritage Center. 
Eleanor Eitel Dawes Collection.
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Excerpt from the Bellevue newspaper Lake Washington 
Reflector, May 20, 1919, listing tracts sold by Fred Eitel in 
Lochleven. Source: Eastside Heritage Center Newspaper 
Collection.
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Bert Farrar (1873 - 1960)

Bert was born in Michigan on Christmas Day, 1873. By 1900 his family had moved to 
Seattle, where his parents ran a rooming house. In 1909 Bert teamed up with E. C. 
Burke to form Burke & Farrar, Inc., a real estate company. Bert’s brother Guy Farrar 
was one of their employees. Although their main office was in downtown Seattle, the 
men were interested in selling Eastside property, and they purchased the Kirkland 
Development Company from Peter Kirk in 1910. In 1918 Bert also bought a share in the 
East Side Journal, a Kirkland newspaper.
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Source: Michael J. Chrzastowski, "Historical Changes to Lake 
Washington and Route of the Lake Washington Ship Canal, 
King County, Washington,” U.S. Geological Survey Water-Re-
sources Investigations Report 81-1182.
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Articles of incorporation of Burke and Farrar, Inc., February 
17, 1909. Source: Eastside Heritage Center. L 95.16.
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Advertisement from the Kirkland newspaper East Side News, 
June 13, 1912. Source: Kirkland Heritage Society.
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Photograph of the Seattle ferry dock at Leschi Park on Lake 
Washington, circa 1914. Source: Eastside Heritage Center. L 
95.020.189.
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Editorial from the Kirkland 
newspaper East Side Journal, 
May 15, 1919. Source: Bellev-
ue Regional Library.
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Editorial from the Kirkland newspaper East Side Journal 
(Close up), May 15, 1919. Source: Bellevue Regional Library.
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Advertisement from the Kirkland newspaper East Side 
Journal, June 5, 1919. Source: Bellevue Regional Library.
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Advertisement from the Kirkland newspaper East Side 
Journal (Close up), June 5, 1919. Source: Bellevue Region-
al Library.
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Alicia Hanratty Forbes (1891 – 1975)

Alicia and Les Forbes

Photo Credit: Eastside Heritage Center, L 88.43.17

Alicia was born in San Francisco in 1891. In 1894, after her father died, she and 
her mother moved to Seattle to be near relatives.  Her mother remarried; Alicia’s 

stepfather was Sherman Stuart, the superintendent of the Lake Washington Shipyards 
in Houghton. In 1907, when Alicia was 16, she and her mother moved to Houghton, and 

Alicia walked the family cow off the ferry to their new home.

Alicia loved to dance and sometimes walked north to Forbes Hall at Juanita to go 
dancing there. One evening she arrived early and met Les Forbes lighting the fires at 

the Hall. They were married in 1910 and lived near the Juanita ferry dock where they ran 
a snack counter.
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Excerpts from “Our Mother,” a biography of Alicia Forbes 
written by her children. Source: Eastside Heritage Center. 
Eastside Women’s Project Reference Files. L 89.052.055.
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Dorris Forbes Beecher Oral History
August 18, 1978

Interviewer: Lilly Mae Anderson

LILLY MAE ANDERSON: When the park started, did you want to get on to that?

DORRIS FORBES BEECHER: Okay, first someone might be interested, or not, to know that the Hiram Chitten-
den Locks, which opened in 1916 and were dedicated after the Montlake Cut was completed on July 4th, 1917, 
were the cause of the nice, sandy, shallow beach in Juanita. They caused all that to be uncovered. And when the 
locks were opened, the lake was lowered about 9 feet and did truly unveil that nice, sandy, long, shallow beach 
on the north shore on Juanita Bay. In 1920 – it was summertime – there seemed to be enough numbers of people 
swimming and picnicking there in Juanita Bay that Leslie Forbes [Dorris’s father] and Edward Nelson leased the 
Edwards property.

LMA:	 I didn’t get the year.

DFB: 	 1920. Leslie Forbes and Edward Nelson leased the Edwards property which was later known as Sandy 
Beach. It was sandwiched in between Juanita Beach/Sandy Beach and then Delia’s Beach [Shady Beach]. They 
built an open air stand selling candies and so forth. And there was no road past that point in 1920. Also in 1920, 
Leslie Forbes purchased two lots on the waterfront and bought the 30-foot waterfront strip from his mother Eliza 
Forbes. Now this 30-foot strip of land was the one which Dorr Forbes [Leslie’s father, Dorris’s grandfather] had 
originally bought for the purpose of getting his logs and material to and from the lake to his sawmill, and Leslie 
paid $10 a front foot for the beach property. Then in 1921…

LMA:	 ‘21?

DFB:	 …between 1920 and 1921 the beach was all sand and logs and tules – those are cattails. And there were 
few if any trees. There were no fences, so as fast as the folks would plant the trees the cows would break them 
down, because there were no herd laws in those days. 
And one little sidelight: I was really young then, and our grandparents lived in back of us and farmed back where 
the big house is now. And I thought that I’d help my grandfather, and I was going to take his cow in. 
I was afraid of cows, but I went down about where Art’s is now. The cows were all grazing down there. I picked 
out what I thought was Midge and brought her up to my grandfather and it was the wrong cow! A lot of the 		
Finnish people had cows up along there. 
	 Then in 1921 was the actual start of the beaches at Juanita – at Juanita Beach. Our father Leslie hired 
horses to haul away the logs as there were no tractors readily available. In fact I don’t know if there were any trac-
tors at all in 1921. The very first buildings built on Juanita Beach were two “chic salles” [outhouses]. Then in 1922 
the first bathhouse was built.
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LMA: 	 That was when I was in high school.

DFB:	 And the bathhouse in 1923 was enlarged to increase the number of dressing rooms. A two-plank walk 
to the beach was installed because customers complained about the sand clinging to their legs and feet. And one 
winter our folks planted 150 cottonwood trees. Our father and helpers trucked in the trees from an area near 
Houghton – I think around near where the Houghton parks are now. I’m not sure.

LMA:	 You mean to say there weren’t cottonwood trees around there?

DFB: 	 No. None at Juanita. None at the beach. Well, they weren’t there. I’ll show you pictures. There were very 
few trees at all.

LMA: 	 They were not native trees? I thought they were.

DFB:	 Not down there. But they chose the cottonwood tree because it grew rapidly. And shade was desperately 
needed on the beach. And one New Year’s Day our father and mother planted nearly all of those trees; some of 
those seem to still be standing down there. Some of those are the original trees.
		  Now in 1925 an open-air kitchen picnic space, all undercover, with room for 30 picnic tables, was 
built. This is a picture there. The facility offered protection from the sun and the rain. In 1927, Mother and we 
three girls drove to California to gather ideas concerning the bathhouses, checking methods and so forth. And 
I remember visiting the big Fleishacker Pool in San Francisco and buying bathing suits for rental purposes and 
[a clothing store], also in San Francisco. I remember that we went in there to buy these bathing suits, three little 
girls and my mom, about Christmas time. 
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Photograph of Juanita Beach, circa 1914. Source: Eastside 
Heritage Center. L 88.043.015.
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Photograph of Juanita Beach, circa 1920. Source: Eastside 
Heritage Center. L 88.043.012.
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Photograph of Juanita Beach Resort, circa 1925. Source: East-
side Heritage Center. OR/L 79.79.052.
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William H. Hewitt (c. 1870 – ?)

William Hewitt was born in Wisconsin in about 1870. He was the son of Henry Hewitt, 
Jr., a wealthy businessman. In 1890 the Hewitt family moved to Washington State, and 
Henry Hewitt acquired multiple mining, lumber, and manufacturing companies in the 
Puget Sound area. His holdings eventually stretched from Everett to Tacoma.

William Hewitt followed in his father’s footsteps, and by 1903 he was in charge of the 
family’s lumber mills in Everett. In 1904, when Henry Hewitt purchased a lumber company 
on Wilburton Hill, he put William in charge of overseeing the logging operations at that 
location as well.
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Source: Michael J. Chrzastowski, “Historical Changes to 
Lake Washington and Route of the Lake Washington Ship 
Canal, King County, Washington,” U.S. Geological Survey 
Water-Resources Investigations Report 81-1182.
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Advertisement for the Hewitt-Lea Lumber Company, circa 
1905. Source: Eastside Heritage Center Reference Files.
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King County survey of the Hewitt-Lea (Wilburton) Mill site, 
1909. Source: Eastside Heritage Center. Richard McDonald 
Files.
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Lake Washington ferry schedule from the Kirkland news-
paper East Side News, February 11, 1910. Source: Kirkland 
Heritage Society.
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News item from the Bellevue newspaper Lake Washington 
Reflector, June 20, 1919. Source: Eastside Heritage Center 
Newspaper Collection.
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In the Supreme Court of the State of Washington

HEWITT-LEA LUMBER COMPANY, a corporation, Appellant

Vs.

KING COUNTY, a municipal corporation, Respondent

APPEAL FROM THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON, FOR KING COUNTY

HON. J. T. RONALD, Judge

BRIEF OF RESPONDENT

STATEMENT OF THE CASE

	 The litigation herein arises out of the lowering of the waters of Lake Washington upon the completion 
of the Lake Washington Ship Canal. Appellant had a sawmill on Mercer Slough, an arm of the lake. When the 
lake was lowered, the slough could no longer be navigated. This action for damages resulted.

	 Mercer Slough is an arm of Lake Washington, extending about two miles back from the eastern shore of 
the lake, with a width between banks of from 400 to 75 feet, with a channel wide enough to permit the use of a 
barge 20x60 feet (S. F. 60, Abs. 29), the water depth in the channel being sufficient for vessels drawing 3 ½ feet 
of water in low water stages; the water being some three feet deeper in the winter time. (S. F. 33, Abs. 19.)

	 A bog extends on either side of the slough to higher ground. The bog and slough comprise an area at 
least three-fourths of a mile wide at the lake and narrowing as it proceeds towards the head of the slough. A 
stream flows into the head of the slough. Many logs, roots, and snags are imbedded in the slough and bog.

	 The slough and bog originally formed a large bay of the lake of considerable depth. In time, winter 
freshets washed roots, tree trunks and snags with quantities of light soil down into the bay, where, because of 
its flat gradient, they were gradually deposited, building up the bog and partially obstructing the slough. When 
the waters of the lake reached their winter levels, prior to its lowering with the opening of the Lake Washington 
Canal, the bog was entirely submerged, forming a large bay of the lake.

	 Appellant holds title to lands across the upper end of the slough. Appellant’s predecessor built a sawmill 
on these lands in 1901 and one Powell, in 1895, constructed a dam in the creek above the slough, impounding 
logs therein. Appellant purchased the property in 1905, increased the size of the dam and the daily capacity of 
the mill from 20,000 feet to 75,000 feet and operated it continuously until such lowering of the lake rendered 
water transportation impossible.

Testimony from the court case Hewitt-Lea Lumber Compa-
ny vs. King County, April 23, 1919. Source: Eastside Heritage 
Center. Richard McDonald Files.
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Climie Hill was born in California and moved to Seattle with his family when he was a small 
boy. He and his three brothers all attended the University of Washington and received 
degrees in engineering. After graduating, Climie and his brother Sterling started the Hill 
Hydraulic Machinery Co., which had an office in Smith Tower. The two brothers invented 
and sold equipment for irrigation and pumping systems, including the Hill Hydraulic 
Ram, the Hill Chlorine Sterilizer, and the Hill Hydraulic Air Compressor.

In about 1910, Climie met and married his neighbor Grace Cruse. One year later, Grace’s 
father William decided to move out to Bellevue to become “a gentleman farmer.” Climie 
and Grace came with him and purchased a property on NE 8th and 100th Ave NE. Climie’s 
office was still in Seattle, and he was often away from the Puget Sound area doing 
surveying or engineering projects. However, he also took an interest in the development 
of Bellevue, especially the water supply.

Climie Hill (c. 1875 – 1956)

“Change Over Time: The Lowering of Lake Washington” was developed by Eastside Heritage Center in collaboration with the Bellevue School District. 



“Change Over Time: The Lowering of Lake Washington” was developed by Eastside Heritage Center in collaboration with the Bellevue School District. 

H
ill M

ap

Shoreline Map:
Bellevue

Source: Michael J. Chrzastowski, “Historical Changes to Lake 
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King County, Washington,” U.S. Geological Survey Water-Re-
sources Investigations Report 81-1182
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Photograph of Rev. Strong’s “Tower House” with water tank, 
circa 1910. Source: Eastside Heritage Center. 2000.008.001.
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June 5, 1978
Interviewer: Lilly Mae Anderson

Note: The original manuscript was quite confusing, due to the tendency of the narrator and interviewer to 
change subjects without warning, and some inaccuracies in Ms. Anderson’s own historical knowledge. The 
following document has been edited for clarity.

LILLY MAE ANDERSON: Now, you were talking on the tape we ran the other day about the 
water supply. And I’m interested in the beginnings of the water supply here. I didn’t hear it very well and I won-
dered what you could tell me about the first wells.

JOSEPHINE GODSEY: Oh, everybody maintained their own water system before [they lowered 
the lake]. Bellevue had little separate systems, private systems. If anybody had a good well, that’s where the 
neighbors would go for their water or even pipe it into their own. And in this Lochleven Community here, peo-
ple were supplied by a well on the Strong property. And the storage tank for that was the Tower House.

LMA: 	 Where was the Strong property and what was Strong’s whole name?

UNKNOWN WOMAN: Reverend Strong, Reverend Strong.

JG: 	 What was his first name? His brother was Sidney Strong in Seattle and [Rev. Strong] was on the way to 
the gulch.

UW: 	 Meydenbauer Park.

JG: 	 Meydenbauer Park. Just about halfway down the slope there almost under the First [Street] Bridge.  
And he… I think he had a pump. A gasoline pump. I don’t know how people from other little districts got their 
water. There was an awfully good spring across the bay and I know lots and lots of people got their water from 
there. There was no trouble about water in Bellevue until the lake was lowered. People maintained their own 
wells and good water. And you didn’t have sprinkling systems like you had now. If you did much [garden] wa-
tering, you carried it in a bucket.

LMA: 	 And lowering the lake, did that lower the water table?

JG: 	 That lowered the water table.

[Ms. Godsey and Ms. Anderson talk about the water system in Midlakes for a few moments, and then return to 
the subject of the Meydenbauer Bay/Lochleven area.]

LMA: 	 I dug up some facts about the water system here in Bellevue to see if there was anything to fill in on it. I 
once did an article about… I went over there with a photographer, and we took a picture of the tank on the hill. 
The [current] water district bought out the old Bellevue Water Company late in 1946 when it served 400 cus-
tomers. What was the Old Bellevue Water Company? Do you know?

Excerpts from the 1978 oral history of Josephine Godsey, a 
Lochleven resident. Source: Marymoor Museum Oral History 
Collection.
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JG: 	 1946?

LMA: 	 Um-hum. It said at first there were wells but the water table dropped and this was remedied temporarily 
when [a] pumping station began taking water from the lake.

JG: 	 Oh, that’s the lake plant.

LMA: 	 That was the lake plant.

JG: 	 That’s right here on Meydenbauer. On Meydenbauer Point. At the top of the hill. Well, they experiment-
ed. They dug wells.

LMA: 	 That was what the Bellevue Water Company was?

JG: 	 Yeah. It seems to me they had a supply before which was quite limited and then Bellevue started to grow 
so, and the wells were not successful. The terrain was so that wherever their pipe… they couldn’t keep the gravel 
out of the pipes. So that is when they decided they would have to have a different system that went into the lake. 
And at first they pumped directly from the lake into, up the Meydenbauer Park gulley and up to a tank here, a 
wooden tank.

UW: 	 It was by Grace Methodist, I mean Grace Lutheran Church.

JG: 	 Right back of my…

UW:	  … property.

JG: 	 Right there.

UW: 	 That’s a concrete tank, now.

JG: 	 Well, they had a wooden tank, and it lasted, gee, it had two roofs on it. I remember the night that the 
roof fell in. And Mr. Rudolph maintained the pumping plant down on the lake and took care of the system up 
here. He’d come up every day to see it and take the measurement of the water and see how much was used.

Excerpts from the 1978 oral history of Josephine Godsey, a 
Lochleven resident. Source: Marymoor Museum Oral History 
Collection.
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Self-description of Bellevue Water Company, early 1923. 
Source: Eastside Heritage Center. 00.22.04.
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Sections of King County Resolution 1248, granting a 
franchise to the Bellevue Water Company (1/2), August 6, 
1923. Source: King County Archives.



“Change Over Time: The Lowering of Lake Washington” was developed by Eastside Heritage Center in collaboration with the Bellevue School District. 

H
ill Prim

ary Source 4B

Sections of King County Resolution 1248, granting a 
franchise to the Bellevue Water Company (2/2), August 6, 
1923. Source: King County Archives.
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Guest editorial from the Bellevue newspaper Lake Washington 
Reflector, September 10, 1923 (1/2). Source: Eastside Heritage 
Center Newspaper Collection.
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Guest editorial from the Bellevue newspaper Lake Wash-
ington Reflector, September 10, 1923 (2/2). Source: Eastside 
Heritage Center Newspaper Collection.
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Jennie Moses (c. 1852 – 1937)

Jennie Moses was a long-time resident of the Renton area. Little is known of her early 
life and her parents; her obituary claimed that she was raised by her uncle. She married 
James Moses, a member of the Duwamish tribe, and they had at least two children: 
sons Henry and Joseph. Since the Duwamish were never granted a reservation, the 
Moses family never moved away from the Renton area. The family lived on the shores of 
the Black River, but they did not have legal title to their property, and as Euro-American 
settlers moved closer, the Moses’ land became smaller and smaller. Eventually, one 
of the Renton residents (Henry Tobin or Erasmus Smithers, accounts differ) legally 
donated them an acre of land.

After James Moses died in 1912, Jennie brought in money by doing housework and 
making rugs to sell. Her sons also did odd jobs after school. Both boys attended Renton 
High, and Henry was a member of the basketball team.
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Washington and Route of the Lake Washington Ship Canal, 
King County, Washington,” U.S. Geological Survey Water-Re-
sources Investigations Report 81-1182.
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Description of a Duwamish “sing-gamble,” circa 1900 
(1/2). Source: Clarence Bagley’s History of King County, 
copyright 1929.
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Description of a Duwamish “sing-gamble,” circa 1900 
(2/2). Source: Clarence Bagley’s History of King County, 
copyright 1929.
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Photograph of the Black River, circa 1900. Source: Rent-
on Historical Society. 1966.060.0317.



“Change Over Time: The Lowering of Lake Washington” was developed by Eastside Heritage Center in collaboration with the Bellevue School District. 

M
oses Prim

ary Source 3

Interview with Henry Moses, about 1964  –
Extracted from “Where the Black River Flowed” by Morda Slauson, written April, 1967

Renton Historical Society – Black River Files

My ancestors lived first about where West Seattle is now. But after white settlers began com-
ing the Indians found it hard to hold their land because the whites insisted on legal titles. My 
grandfather and some other relatives moved to Renton and settled on the Black River. Here, 
through the kindness of Henry Tobin who staked a donation claim bordering both the Cedar 
and Black Rivers, they were able to keep their land. Tobin gave them land and saw to it they had 
the necessary legal papers to protect their property.

My three brothers and I grew up in a house near the Black River just back of the present Renton 
High School. When my brother Joe died in 1956 the last two acres belonging to the family were 
sold to the Renton School District.

When I was a boy there was an Indian village about where the Renton Shopping Center is now 
and another at Elliott on the Cedar [River]. The Indian cemetery was at the forks of the Cedar 
and the Black. 

There was wonderful fishing in the Black River, trout up to two feet long. All the Renton boys, 
both Indian and white, fished and paddled canoes up and down it. Our family always kept a 
cedar dugout tied to our porch. When the bell of the old Presbyterian Church on Renton Hill 
rang warning of a flood, we just paddled off to high ground.

Interview with Henry Moses, circa 1964. Reprinted in 
“Where the Black River Flowed,” by Morda Slauson, April, 
1967. Source: Renton Historical Society.
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Obituary of Joseph Moses, unknown newspaper, 1956. 
Source: Eastside Heritage Center Reference Files.
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Obituary for Jennie Moses 
from the Renton Chronicle, 
February 18, 1937. Source: 
University of Washington 
Newspaper Collection.
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Alfred J. Pritchard was an immigrant from London, England, who 
arrived in New York City in 1887, with his wife Emma. In 1888, they 
were in San Francisco, where their first child, Frank Alfred, was 
born. Alfred and his family were in in Seattle by 1891. Two years 
later their daughter Amelia Margaret was born. Alfred held a variety 
of jobs including clerk, a salesman, and secretary for a mining 
company. When he applied for United States citizenship in 1914, he 
listed himself as a real estate investor. 

In 1900, he purchased property from Andrew B. Young along Lake 
Washington near present day Rainier Beach, which was then also 
known as Dunlop Slough. Pritchard’s property included a small 
island, known to Native people as TlúTlatSas (Small Island) and 
to settlers as Young’s Island. It soon became known as Pritchard’s 
Island. Pritchard built an estate on the island and a footbridge 
connecting it to the mainland. He lived there with his wife and 
children. 

In August of 1916, the US Army Corps of Engineers completed the 
Lake Washington Ship Canal. The water level of Lake Washington 
dropped by nine feet and Pritchard’s Island was no longer an island. 
Although connected to the mainland, it retained its name.

In 1919, Pritchard and his son platted the family land, which included 
120 properties and three roads. When Alfred began to advertise 
his property in the Seattle Times, he highlighted the “Rich Garden 
Tracts.” “You Never Saw Such Soil!” said another advertisement. 
And in each description he noted how the lowering of the lake had 
exposed the soil, where “vegetation at once sprang up.”

Alfred James Pritchard (1868- 1934)

Source: Rainier Valley 
Historical Society. 
1996.033.0002
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Source: Michael J. Chrzastowski, “Historical Changes to Lake 
Washington and Route of the Lake Washington Ship Canal, 
King County, Washington,” U.S. Geological Survey Water-Re-
sources Investigations Report 81-1182.
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Plat of Pritchard Island Addition. Source: King County 
Recorder’s Office 
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Pritchard Family on Porch. Source: Rainier Valley Historical 
Society, 1996.40.0004
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Pritchard Addition advertisement in The Seattle Times, June 
18, 1922, p. 12. 
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Pritchard Boat House. Source: Rainier Valley Historical 
Society 1996.033.0001
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William Schupp (1865 – 1947)

Bill Schupp was born in Saginaw, Michigan, and ran away from home at the age of 
thirteen. He spent most of his life working in a large insurance firm in Toronto, Canada. 
This firm, the Insurance and Vessel Company, Ltd., was connected with the North Pacific 
Sea Products Co., a whaling company that operated on the Pacific Coast.

When he was in his sixties, Bill apparently decided that he wanted to try something 
different. Between 1915 and 1917, he purchased both the North Pacific Sea Products 
Company and the American Pacific Whaling Company. At that time, North Pacific Sea 
Products was based out of Akutan Island, Alaska, and American Pacific headquarters 
was in Bay City, Washington (on Grays Harbor). Bill left the insurance firm and moved 
back to the United States in 1917 to pursue his new vocation.
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Source: Michael J. Chrzastowski, “Historical Changes to Lake 
Washington and Route of the Lake Washington Ship Canal, 
King County, Washington,” U.S. Geological Survey Water-Re-
sources Investigations Report 81-1182.
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Article from the trade journal Pacific Fisherman, 
“annual” issue, 1916 (1/2). Source: University of Washing-
ton Periodicals Collection.
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Article from the trade journal Pacific Fisherman, 
“annual” issue, 1916. (2/2) Source: University of Wash-
ington Periodicals Collection.
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Article from the trade journal Pacific Fisherman, March, 1916
(1/2). Source: University of Washington Periodicals 
Collection.
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Article from the trade journal Pacific Fisherman, March, 1916 
(2/2). Source: University of Washington Periodicals 
Collection.



“Change Over Time: The Lowering of Lake Washington” was developed by Eastside Heritage Center in collaboration with the Bellevue School District. 

Schupp Prim
ary Source 3

Excerpt from the oral history of Bill Lagen, grandson of 
William Schupp. Source: Eastside Heritage Center. Bill 
Lagen Oral History Reference Files.
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American Pacific Whaling Company deed for property on 
Meydenbauer Bay, 1919 (1/2). Source: Eastside Heritage Cen-
ter. Bill Lagen Collection.
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American Pacific Whaling Company deed for property on 
Meydenbauer Bay, 1919 (2/2). Source: Eastside Heritage Cen-
ter. Bill Lagen Collection.
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Photograph of the whaling fleet in Meydenbauer Bay, 1920s.
Source: Eastside Heritage Center. L 85.39.2.
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Frederick A. Siegel (1866 – 1950)

Fred Siegel was born in Slocom, Pennsylvania. After he came to Seattle in 1888, he 
worked as a logger, a pile driver and even a gold miner for one year in Alaska. He found 
his calling in 1898 when he took a job as mate on the U. S. Corps of Engineers snagboat 
SKAGIT. A snagboat was a special kind of vessel meant to float very high on the water 
and pull up large pieces of underwater debris that could damage boats on the surface. 
In 1905, the captain of the SKAGIT retired, and Fred Siegel replaced him.

According to one member of his crew, Captain Siegel was a hard worker and expected 
the same from everyone else on the boat. If he did have free time, he loved to go on shore 
with his dog Skagit and hunt ducks, pheasant, and quail for dinner.

By 1915, the hull of the SKAGIT had almost rotted away, and the new boat SWINOMISH 
replaced it. When Captain Siegel and the rest of the SKAGIT crew moved over to the 
SWINOMISH, they also took some of the furniture and the whistle from the SKAGIT with 
them.

Extra Note: If you are ever in Anacortes, you can see the snagboat W. T. PRESTON at 
the Anacortes Museum. This boat contains much of the equipment that was used on the 
SWINOMISH.
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Source: Michael J. Chrzastowski, "Historical Changes to Lake 
Washington and Route of the Lake Washington Ship Canal, 
King County, Washington,” U.S. Geological Survey Water-Re-
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